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New %wmy sysiﬁm _bemﬁ mgmu’x«eé
to combat espionage and ;@r@ss leaks

vVashmgton—T‘xe Ca:ter admmxstratxon is mstxtutmg a
new security classification system designed to’limit the
distribution cf the country's most sensitive intelligence in-
formation to a small number of senior officials and mem-
bers of Congress, government aides said yesterday. .

The step represents a significant reversal in the gov-
ernment’s recent policy.in handling intelligence informa-
tion and is said to reflect growing official concern over
foreign espionage and leaks to the press. . = "© =

The officials said that under-a reform of the admmls-

tration’s classification system initiated by President Car- - '
ter early this year, a new security designation, higher than

top secret, has been created.:The designation, known as
“royal;™ would be applied to mformahon gathered by the

most sensitive intelligence sources and methods, they said.-

An article in the Dazly Oklchoman yesterday said the
new security designation was designed to-protect informa-

tion that could politically embarrass the White House, It

also reported that-the ‘“royal”- designation had been
applied to at least one cable in- which beyan cfficials de-

scribed Bllly Carter, the president’s | brother asan; aaent :

of influence.” - ol

-While confxrmms the exnstence of a new secunty sys- )

tem; a White House. spokesman said that suggestions that
it was politically inspired were an “outrageous fabrica-
tion.” Commenting on the “royal’ designation, the official
also said that “the system of which that desngnauon isto
be part has not yet been implemented.”

A spokesman said the White House had not séen all the
intelligence data pertaining to the Billy Carter’case but
that none of the documents seen by | Presxdent Carter or hxs
aides had been designated “royal.”" 7"

Meanwhile, mtelhaence officials saxd that the new cla>-
sification was due to go into effect soon and that no intelli-

gence mformatxon had jet been =,,wen the new: top d°s1gna- i

tion. R A AR
One ntelhgence ‘aide said"the new. system was the
prodict:“of a couple of years of thou ght about how to han-

dle the growmg number of secmty breaches of sensitive
‘information,” including a case in 1978 whén. an’ employee
of the Central Intelligence Agency gave Soviet dgents des~

tails.of an-American surveillance satellite. “The’ emp]oyeo

,Peterf Kampxles ‘was’ cauvht and- later found: mlty of_ .
"passing secrets to Moscow.: B
.+:Under the new system, .szx.e aide said,; i

. can and. Democratic membors of th

‘mation that is 165s sensitive would be n‘fore wxdely circu-

“lated. within the government and on Capitol Hill. At the

same time, he said, the most sensitive data would be lim-
ited to a narrow cxrcle of orflcxab and members of Con-
gress e R -
Accordmg to offxcxals only about two 'dozen senior
aides in the executive branch and less than 10 members of
Longress «vwould be prwy to mformatxon - desxgna ed

The- questxon of how wxdely semmw mformatmni
should be circulated in Washington has long been‘a centro-
versial issue. In recent years, the administration. under

_congressional pressure, has agreed to give Congress wtde X

access to intelligence mformatxon
However some members of Congress, mformed of the
new “royal™ designation, are said to have expressed con-

“cern that the administration’s new system will restrict the

e

flow of information to Capitol Hill. -

Adm. Stansfield Turnper, the dxrector of cenh'al mte'h-
'gence and Zoizniew Brzezinskl, toe presidenis nal onal
security advxser are said to have initiated the new secu-

:Yity system. Both officials, aides said, believed that. the

government was becoming so. everwhelmed with intelli-
gence information that mte‘hgevce aides could not distin-
0u1sh between normal and really sensitive information.. |
As a result, some vital data, such as the couniry’s caoa- |
bilities for menitoring Soviet missile tests; was routinely

- circulated to large numbers of people. This was sa.d Lo .

have fostered espionage and press disclosures.
Officials said that under the new system, the most sen-

[3n

- sitive data would be guarded more closely “For example,
_if we had a spy in the Soviet Politburo, all of his-reports

would be classified ‘royal, ” an intellizence aide said.
Officials said that at the suggestion of Admiral Turner
and Mr.- Brzezinski, President Carter. asked the intelii-
gence community last January to come up with a new. S5 ¥S: -
temn for designating and handling intelligence. ., "oy =75
According to congressicnal aides, “royat’™ mfor'natvon
would only be provxded to the majority and minority lead- -
ers of the House and the Senate and the ranking Repubh- -~
70 ¢ 'wressxonal ine-

telligence committees. « " +7"" f ;
- Noting that under the rew system, Repubucan leaders

; :,would have access to “roval” mtelhgerce a White House :
{‘._1gence mior- ;8 :




